In Memoriam
DON HEPBURN: November 29, 1930—December 15, 2018
Don Hepburn passed away peacefully at home on December 15, 2018 after a lengthy battle with Parkinson’s
Disease. He was pre-deceased by his sister Joyce, his sister Jean Brown, his daughter Cathy McPhail and son
Robert. He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Joan and sons Gordon (Elsie) of Granville Ferry, Nova Scotia,
Bruce (Edith) of Lethbridge, and Neil of Edmonton, together with numerous nieces and nephews.
A life-long educator, Don taught school in Edmonton, and in Ft. Simpson and Inuvik, N.W.T. before returning
south. As Supervisor for Special Education for Alberta Education, Don’s work pioneered many of the supports
now available to Alberta children with special educational needs. He also taught special education at the Red
Deer College and the University of Alberta.
Upon his retirement, Don became an active volunteer for the Central Alberta Historical Society. Don was highly
motivated by social justice issues and put his energies into Friends of Medicare, the Council of Canadians, numerous church committees and activities. Most notably, he was involved in reconciliation efforts fostered by
Sunnybrook United Church and helped found the Remembering the Children Society. In 2003, the Red Deer
Rotary Clubs named Don as Citizen the Year. In 2018, Don received an honorary Doctorate of Sacred Letters
from St. Stephen’s College for his work with the Remembering the Children Society. Don Hepburn was a quiet,
scholarly, gentle man who accomplished much. We will miss him greatly.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a charity of the donor’s choice. A celebration of life is planned for
some time in the new year.

FRED SCHUTZ: October 14, 1920—March 27, 2019
Fred Schutz died peacefully with family at his side on March 27, 2019 at the age of 98.
Fred was born in Trochu Alberta on Oct 14, 1920. He lived for 70 years on a homestead in the Blindman River
Valley, then moved to Rimbey where he resided until his death.
Fred was an Award winning writer, as well as a naturalist and historian. He travelled the world and loved exploring
and adventure. He spent many hours sharing his knowledge of nature, animals, birds and the land. His interests
included, photography, birdwatching, astronomy, and collecting antiques and artifacts. He was a founding member of the Ellis Bird Farm, and Pas-ka-poo Park and Museum. He was the recipient of many awards for his contributions to Alberta and local history.
Fred will be missed by his sister Dorothy Barker, his nephew Allan (Joyce), his nieces Maureen (Les), Carol (Abe)
and Donna, 8 grand nieces and nephews, his very good friend Maxine O’Riordon, as well as his many friends and
neighbours. He was predeceased by his parents Gertrude and Charles, his brother Allan and his nieces Lorraine
and Loa.
A special thank you to the dedicated and professional staff at the Rimbey and Red Deer Hospitals for their exceptional care.
A celebration of his life will be held at the Rimbey United Church (4931 – 51st Ave), April 13th at 11 am with a
reception to follow. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Ellis Bird Farm, Box 5090, Lacombe,
AB, T4L 1W7. NOTE: A full tribute to Fred will be included in a future newsletter.

Wainwright Wildlife Society Presents
Annual Sharp-tailed Grouse Watch
Tours run from mid-April until mid-May ● Cost: $25/Adult and $15/Student
Laurence Hoover: 780-842-2399 ljhoover@hotmail.com
Sheldon Frissell: 780-806-3668 frissell4@gmail.com

SUMMER OUTINGS
May 18-19: Brooks/Lake Newell May Species Count: Tillebrook Provincial Park is
the traditional count headquarters but all evening meetings will be held at the Brooks
Legion Hall (235 - 3 St. W.). Local hotels are a few minutes drive away; reserved
camping is organized. Contact Judy at 403-358-1098 for further details and to confirm
attendance.
May 25-26: Milk River/Writing-on-Stone May Species Count: Count participants
can use Writing-On-Stone Provincial Park campground as headquarters or motel facilities at Coutts and Foremost. Contact Judy at 403-358-1098 for further details and to
confirm attendance.
May 25-26: Central Alberta May Species Count. Count all species – birds, flowers,
mammals, butterflies, amphibians, etc. etc. Contact Judy Boyd at 403-358-1098 to let her know where you will be
counting to avoid duplication. Bird tally sheets will be mailed out with the May RDRN newsletter or can be picked
up at KWNC.
June 22-23: Bjorge Farm in the Battle River Hills. Call Judy at 403-358-1098 to confirm attendance. You can
go out on Saturday and camp overnight at the Ferry Point Campground. (Some tents will be available if you don't
have your own). Bring your own food and sleeping gear. There is a minimal cost for the campsite.) The other option is to meet at Meeting Creek (approximately a two-hour drive from Red Deer) at 10 AM on June 22 or June 23.
Please bring insect repellent and sunscreen.

Central Alberta Species Count 2019
Check out www.birdingtrailsalberta.com to see which species have been seen this year. If you see something new,
report the sighting to rdrn.nature@gmail.com

New Central Alberta Birding
Trails Guide Published

DID YOU KNOW?
By Susan van der Hoek

A group of magpies is known as a "tiding."
OXFORD LIVING DICTIONARIES

Thanks to the hard work of Judy Boyd and Doug Pederson, (with editing assistance from Susan van der Hoek
and Myrna Pearman), the updated guides are ready. Hard
copies are available from RDRN or they can be downloaded from the RDRN website. Funding support for
this project was provided by Nova Chemicals and Ellis
Bird Farm (Education Legacy Fund).

BIRDING TRIPS
By Keith Kline
Meet at the event site at 10:00 AM. Trips are usually two hours
but may be longer. Dress for the weather.
April 20: Kin Kanyon Park - Meet in the Rotary Park parking lot
April 27: South of RDU - Meet in the southwest parking lot beside the weather station
May 4: Heritage Ranch - Meet in the first parking lot
June 1: Maskapetoon Park - Meet at the playground on the west side
of Kerry Wood Drive
June 8: Aly Seymour's farm - Call Keith (403-347-6883) for details
June 15: Kuhnen Park - Details to be announced
June 22: Three Mile Bend Recreation Area - Meet in the first parking
lot by the ski ramp
July 6: Michael O’Brien Wetland - Meet in parking lot by Safety City
July 13: Nova Chemicals Community Nature Trail - http://
www.lacombetourism.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/NovaNature-Trail.pdf
July 20: Springbrook Community Park - Turn on Hwy 2A into
Springbrook (Red Deer Airport). Park in the small lot on the right just
before the road bends to the terminal
July 27: Gaetz Lakes Sanctuary - Meet in KWNC
August 10: Ellis Bird Farm - www.ellisbirdfarm.ca
August 17: River Bend Golf & Recreation Area - Meet in the first
parking lot on the right at the bottom of the hill
August 24: Dry Island Buffalo Jump - www.albertaparks.ca/parks/
central/dry-island-buffalo-jump-pp
September 7: 20th Ave. Red Deer - Meet at the very end of 22nd
Street East past Lindman Ave.
September 14: Hazlett Lake - Hwy 11A west. I will be standing at the
entrance, located 200 m before exit to QE 2
September 21: Heritage Ranch - Meet in first parking lot
September 28: Slack Slough and PCRAP - Meet at Slack Slough
parking lot
October 5: River Bend Gold & Recreation Area - Meet in the first
parking lot on the right at the bottom of the hill
October 19: Gaetz Lakes Sanctuary - Meet in KWNC
October 26: Maskepetoon Park - Meet at the playground on the west
side of Kerry Wood Drive
November 2: Bower Woods - Meet across the street from 37 Selkirk
Blvd. in the green space
November 9: McKenzie Trails Recreation Area - Meet in the main
parking lot

The Red Deer River Naturalists, the first natural history organization
to be established in Alberta, was incorporated as a society in 1906.
The objectives of the society are to foster an increased knowledge,
understanding and appreciation of natural history, and to support
conservation measures dealing with our environment, wildlife and
natural resources.

INSECT FOCUS
Wednesdays ● KWNC
10:00 AM — 12:00 PM

April 17: Hymenoptera:
(bees, wasps, ants and horntails)

May 15: Review
Moose in Gaetz Lakes Sanctuary

Photo by Rick Tallas

Members are encouraged to contribute to this
newsletter. The deadline is the last Friday of the
month.
Box 785 Red Deer, AB T4N 5H2
Phone/Fax: 403.347.8200

rdrn.nature@gmail.com www.rdrn.ca
Annual membership is $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families. http://wearenaturalwise.blogspot.com
Regular meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of
Our thanks to NOVA for underwriting the
cost of newsletter printing
most months at the Kerry Wood Nature Centre, 6300-45 Ave., Red
Deer, AB. Non-members are welcome.
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