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 Tally sheets must be received by Dec. 29. You can 

drop sheets off (Attn: Judy) at KWNC, mail to 

RDRN Box 785, Red Deer, AB T4N 5H2, or email 

to  rdrn.nature@gmail.com. Put “CBC” in the sub-

ject line.  

how to count large  

numbers of birds 

If hordes of birds are coming and going from your yard, 

counting them all can be a challenge. Don’t give up! In-

stead, count a subgroup of 10 or 25 birds and see how 

large that group looks. Then make several visual 

“sweeps,” counting how many such groups are in view. 

Multiply the number of sweeps by the size of your sub-

group (e.g., 5 sweeps x 10 birds/sweep = 50 birds) To 

get the best estimate, repeat this procedure at various 

times throughout the day, and average your results. 

Please make sure you register with Judy (403-

358-1098) so duplication  can be avoided. 

 

Christmas Bird Count  

Instructions 

 Counts must be made during a single calendar day within 
the official CBC period. 

 CBC 2016 will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
You can also Owl (count before 9:00 a.m. or after 5:00 
p.m.). There is no minimum time limit, and you can 
watch your feeders or count birds on foot, by car or us-
ing any other mode of transportation.   

 A Count area must fill (preferably) or fit entirely within a 
24-km diameter official count circle. 

 It is important to record low and high temperatures, as 
well as snow and sky conditions. 

 All counters must record hours and kilometres walked/
driven/skied, etc. 

 You can also record any interesting or unusual bird seen 
any time during the Count Week (three days before and 
three days after the official Count Day). Please make 
sure, though, that you mark down when and where you 
saw the bird and what the bird was doing at the time. 
Add these birds to your tally sheet but make sure it is 
evident that it is a Count Week (CW) bird. 

 seen any time during the Count Week (three days before 



In Praise of the Gray Jay!! A two-year-long, 
Canada-wide search has resulted in the gray jay — also known as 
the whiskey jack — being chosen as Canada's national bird by the 
Royal Canadian Geographic Society. 
 

The robin-sized gray jay, which is found in every province and terri-
tory but only in Canada, is being lauded by the society as a reflec-
tion of Canadians' best qualities — smart, tough and friendly. 
 

The whiskey jack's common name doesn't come from booze, but 
from the original Cree and Algonquin languages in which it was 
celebrated as a friendly and clever herald of good fortune. 
 

The gray jay beat out higher profile contenders including the com-
mon loon, snowy owl and black-capped chickadee in a contest that 
garnered national attention and attracted almost 50,000 online 
voters. 
 

The gray jay actually came third in voting behind the loon and the 
snowy owl, but was chosen following a public debate and deliber-
ations by a panel of experts. 
 

The federal government has not committed to naming a national 
bird — let alone the gray jay — but the Canadian Geographic 
Society argues that Canada's 150th anniversary in the coming year 
offers a perfect opportunity. 
 

The society announced its preferred candidate Wednesday even-
ing at its annual dinner at the National War Museum in Ottawa. 

David Bird, a professor emeritus from Montreal's McGill Univer-
sity and one of the country's foremost ornithologists, called the 
gray jay "the perfect bird for Canada." "They're the smartest birds 
on the planet. That's actually been shown scientifically," Bird said 
in an interview. 
 

The jays never migrate out of Canada, wintering in the boreal for-
est where they nest. They've been observed sitting on eggs in tem-
peratures as low as minus 30 C. 

 

"These birds will also come down to your hand, without being 
prodded or trained in any way, because they're very friendly," said 
the ornithologist, who now lives on Vancouver Island. 
 

"So now you've got friendly, hardy and intelligent — that, to me, 
epitomizes the average Canadian." 
 

Gray jays are found in the boreal forest in every province and terri-
tory, coast to coast, and are only rarely observed anywhere south of 
Canada's border. 
 

In addition to their Cree name — wisakedjak — they were known 
as Canada jays for the better part of two centuries until 1957, when 
the American Ornithologists' Union renamed the cousin of crows 
and ravens as gray jays.                                          (Source: Huffington Post)  

BOB MILL’S LETTER TO THE RED DEER ADVOCATE EDITOR: We are faced with a major choice: to develop a com-
munity centre inside an environmentally significant area or to preserve this area as a special area at the entrance to Gasoline Alley and the City of 
Red Deer.     

I would like to share with you a vision for the south entrance to Red Deer and Gasoline Alley. Slack Slough is a federal migratory bird sanctuary 
and many species of migratory birds have used it for hundreds of years. However there is a problem: an 18 acre piece of private land is located be-
tween the federal bird sanctuary and provincial Crown land to the south. We must ask ourselves, is this the right area for commercial develop-
ment?     

This area is part of an environmentally significant area and would make an excellent ecological area with possibly an environmental interpretive 
centre, viewing platforms, trails, and so on. This would be a major statement for Red Deer and Red Deer County. One does not have to look far to 
see success. The County of Lacombe with its Ellis Bird Farm had a record 12,000 visitors this year. Imagine what such a centre would have adja-
cent to QEII, at the entrance to Gasoline Alley and Red Deer. 

The County of Red Deer has given second reading to a Sikh Temple and Community Centre inside this environmentally significant area. This is a 
three-acre plot of land inside an 18-acre area. One can only imagine what the remaining 15 acres within the ESA will be developed into in the 
future. The impact on the water quality in Slack Slough could be devastating. 

I would hope that the environmental impact study will demonstrate the problems and then I hope citizens of Red Deer and Red Deer County will 
speak out to save this special area. The Gasoline Alley East Structural Plan emphasizes the link between the City of Red Deer trail system and 
Slcak Slough. A lake destroyed by sewage will hardly be a welcome addition to the trail system or the entrance to our city and county. 

Please contact your local councillors to advise them about your concerns. 



The Red Deer River Naturalists, the first natural history organization 
to be established in Alberta, was incorporated as a society in 1906. 
The objectives of the society are to foster an increased knowledge, 
understanding and appreciation of natural history, and to support 
conservation measures dealing with our environment, wildlife and 
natural resources.   

Annual membership is $15.00 for individuals and $20.00 for families. 

 Regular meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of 
most months at the Kerry Wood Nature Centre, 6300-45 Ave., Red 
Deer, AB. Non-members are welcome.   

Members are encouraged to contribute to this newsletter. The dead-
line is the last Friday of the month.  

Box 785 Red Deer, AB  T4N 5H2  
Phone/Fax: 403.347.8200   
 

rdrn.nature@gmail.com  www.rdrn.ca 
http://wearenaturalwise.blogspot.com  

Front Page Poster 

by Doug Pederson 

 Photos, unless 
noted otherwise, 

by Myrna  

Pearman  

Our thanks to NOVA for underwriting 
the cost of newsletter printing  
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December 10—Kin Kanyon     
 

Check the RDRN website for more information. Go to the calendar and click on the dates 

and you will get information on where to meet. 


