
 
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ALBERTA NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY. 

  

 The first annual meeting was held in the Orange Hall at Innisfail on the afternoon of 

Wednesday, November 28th. Owing to a railway accident the members from the north were 

unable to be present. Dr. H. George, the president, occupied the chair.  

 

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

 

 I assure you that it is one of the proudest moments of my life that I am able to 

address you as the first president of a society that has long been my ambition to see started 

in the Province of Alberta. I hope the society will last for many years and become one of the 

most esteemed institutions of this land of our adoption. Canada is the finest jewel in the 

crown of Great Britain, and Alberta is well on the way to being the finest jewel in the crown 

of Canada.  

 It is a red letter day in the history of the town of Innisfail, that she has been chosen 

as the place where is held this first meeting of the Alberta Natural History Society. Most 

people know that ever since I have been a resident of Alberta T have been an ardent lover 

of nature, and the fame of the Innisfail Museum, which was opened to the public a year ago 

last January, has travelled far and wide.  

 I must give you a few points of history in connection with the work of this society. In 

1899, Mr. Percy B. Gregson, of Blackfalds, who is known to nearly everybody in this district 

and who is one of the best, if not the best, entomologists in Alberta, formed a society called 

the North-West Entomological Society. The fourth annual meeting of the society was held in 

Calgary on November 5th, 1902, and at that meeting it was dissolved and the Territorial 

Natural History Society organized, thereby enlarging the scope of the work and attracting 

many more nature observers who were interested in the study of other branches of nature. 

 At that meeting the officers elected for 1903 were the following:  

  President—P. B. Gregson, Blackfalds.  

  1st Vice-President—C. W. Peterson, Regina.  

  2nd Vice-President—A. G. Wolley-Dod, Calgary.  

  Secretary-Treasurer —T. N. Willing, Regina.  

Branch Directors:  

  Entomology—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Calgary; Rev. J. Hinchcliffe, Red Deer.  

  Botany—C. Nivens, Prince Albert; E. B. Hutcherson, Regina.  

  Ornithology—Dr. H. George, Innisfail; F. Dippie, Calgary.  

  Ex-Officio Director—The Commissioner of Agriculture, N.W.T.  

 Curators of Museums—Blackfalds, P. B. Gregson; Calgary, J. F. Boyce; 

Regina, T. N. Willing.  

 A resolution was unanimously adopted urging the Territorial Government to provide 

at as early a date as possible the necessary accommodation for a public natural history 

museum. As a nucleus for the formation of the museum at the Territorial Capital, a quantity 

of botanical and entomological material has been placed at the disposal of the society by Mr. 

Willing and will be displayed when adequate accommodation is provided. This, I take it, is in 

the possession of Mr. Willing at Regina and will still form the nucleus of a provincial museum 

for the Province of Saskatchewan. The following property has been transferred from the old 

society to the new and is in the possession of the curator at Blackfalds: Coleoptera, 700 

species; Lepidoptera, several hundred' species and varieties; other small collections of 

entomological objects. Botany, a collection of local plants, noxious weeds, seeds of weeds 

and miscellaneous fossils. All the above is, I hope, still in the hands of Mr. Gregson at 

Blackfalds and will either remain there as a nucleus for the Blackfalds museum or go to the 

future provincial museum at Edmonton.  



 The next annual meeting was held in the Alexandra Hall at Calgary on the 18th of 

February with a large attendance. Mr. Gregson and Mr. F. H. Wolley-Dod gave very 

interesting lectures on insects, illustrating them by magic lantern slides which were greatly 

appreciated. A resolution was added to the constitution to the following effect: That local 

branches may be formed with power to elect their officers and the president of each such 

branch shall be a director of the society. The election of officers for 1904 resulted as 

follows:  

  President—P. B. Gregson, Blackfalds.  

  1st Vice-President—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Millarville.  

  2nd Vice President—Dr. H. George, Innisfail.  

  Secretary-Treasurer—T. N. Willing, Regina.  

  Curators and officers as before.  

 The president's address was admirable, and Mr. F. H. Wolley-Dod followed with a 

paper on the Lepidopterous Insects of 1903. I then gave an address on ''The Birds of Prey of 

Alberta," illustrating the same with specimens of their eggs and pictures of the birds, 

endeavouring to point out to the farmer and public at large the hawks, owls, etc., that were 

beneficial and should, therefore, be preserved, and those that did a great deal of harm and 

should, if not exterminated, at least be kept within bounds. Gathering records of bird 

migration was brought up at this meeting by Messers. G. Lang and G. C. Harvey, of Indian 

Head. This is a marked feature in this province. By far the greater portion of the birds are 

migratory, coming here as a rule in the warm seasons to breed and departing in winter, 

though some spend their winters here and their summers in the frozen north. Everybody 

can jot down the date when he first and last sees a bird during the season. If this were 

systematically done throughout the length and breadth of Alberta what an interesting report 

it would make every year. Mr. Willing gave a very interesting report for the Regina district.  

The next annual meeting was held on the 30th of December, 1904, at Calgary, members 

being present from Calgary, Blackfalds, Innisfail, Millarville and other points.  

 The president, Mr. Gregson, occupied the chair.  

 Mr. Gregson, in his address, showed how the society was becoming known and 

accomplishing good. In closing he said, '' By faithful and diligent observation and 

promptness in publishing the results of that observation, we will build up a society whose 

work will be counted one of the greatest benefits to agriculture.”  

 The report of the Innisfail branch was next read by Dr. George in the absence of the 

president, Mr. W. Geary, showing that four meetings had been held during the year at which 

papers had been read, specimens shown and notes given.  

 Mr. Willing then read the Regina report.  

 A very interesting paper was then read by Mr. F. H. Wolley-Dod entitled, ''Butterfly 

and Moth Collecting.” This paper was full of information as to catching, preserving and 

identifying specimens. I then gave a paper on "The Rodents of Alberta," followed by Mr. N. 

B. Sanson on ''Wild Flowers of the Rocky Mountain Park." Bird migration notes were again 

supplied by Mr. George Lang.  

 

The election of officers for 1905 resulted as follows:  

  President—Dr. George, Innisfail.  

  1st Vice-President—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Millarville.  

  2nd Vice-President—N. B. Sanson, Banff.  

  Secretary-Treasurer—T. N. Wilhng, Regina.  

 

 Naturally I wanted the annual meeting for 1905 to be a success, so I wrote in plenty 

of time to Mr. Willing, the secretary, asking when and where the annual meeting was to be 

held and what would be the future of the society when the new provinces were formed. To 

my surprise I have never received an answer to that letter and so 1905 passed without the 

annual meeting of the Territorial Natural History Society. I do not know what Saskatchewan 



and Mr. Willing have done since the division into the two provinces, but I am looking 

forward to the annual report of the Department of Agriculture for 1905 to see what is said. 

 This, gentlemen, is roughly the history of the Territorial Society.  

 Last February I went to Edmonton to interview the Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. 

W. T. Finlay. I found both the Minister and the Deputy Minister interested in what I told 

them, and I not only got permission to call a meeting for the purpose of establishing a 

Natural History Society for the Province of Alberta, but also that a grant would be placed in 

the estimates for the purposes of the society. So I issued hand-bills and called a public 

meeting to be held in the Council Chamber at Innisfail for March 14th. I also wrote and 

invited all the prominent people that I knew were interested in the subject. The meetings 

were duly held and some 16 gentlemen gave their names as members. Officers were 

elected for 1900 and a committee was appointed to draw up a constitution and by-laws. 

These were 168 Department of Agriculture at once put into the printers' hands and finished 

late in July. I at once set about getting members and a meeting was called at Innisfail, 

August 1st, to form a branch of the Alberta Natural History Society. My ambition was to 

have at least 50 members for the first year, and I am glad to say we have some 60 paid up 

members. Among others I am pleased to name: His Honour G. H. V. Bulyea, Lieutenant  

Governor of Alberta; Hon. A. C. Rutherford; Hon. Frank Oliver; Hon. W. H. Gushing; J. A. 

Simpson, M.P.P.; Geo. Harcourt, B.S.A., Deputy Minister of Agriculture; Senator L. G. De 

Veber, M.D., and Lieut. Colonel Wyndham.  

 In October, Mr. Geary, President of the Innisfail Branch, and myself held a meeting 

at Red Deer to organize there, and I am happy to say the Red Deer Branch was inaugurated 

on November 20th last.  

 

OBJECTS AND AIMS OF THE SOCIETY. 

 

 Now as to the objects and aims of this society. It is to know thoroughly the whole of 

the natural history of this great province. Some books have been written on all branches, 

but as yet only a small fraction of this new country has been touched upon. Another great 

endeavour of this society is to apply knowledge gained, and help others, especially farmers, 

to recognize their friends and foes, animals, birds, insects, plants, etc. In this way beneficial 

individuals are preserved and noxious ones destroyed. Supposing a farmer finds his garden 

being injured by some insect, it is for us to inform him what the insect is, what it does, and 

how it is to be got rid of. If we do not have the required information we go to our books and 

find out, and so impart the knowledge gained. Many beneficial birds are destroyed through 

ignorance. A man sees a strange bird and at once destroys it to satisfy his curiosity by 

looking at it and handling it, and then often just throws it away or nails it on his barn wall, 

not even taking the trouble to make notes as to its colour, length of wing, whether a 

swimmer, percher, or other order of bird, so that it might be identified by someone who 

knew. Now, when this society has once pointed out and caused to be known a beneficial 

bird, no one will destroy the same but watch over and preserve it. The same applies to 

animals, insects, plants, etc. Supposing the society points out some noxious weed and says 

it should be destroyed, would not all thinking persons destroy that weed wherever they 

came across it?  

 Another great object is to form museums; not only a provincial museum at the 

Capital but local museums. This province is so large that each division has a natural history 

of its own, what is found in one part not being found in another, so that each chief town of a 

division should have its own museum, containing local specimens and also a library 

containing works on each subject to which the people should have free access. With a 

country like this, rich in new specimens of every kind, what a shame it is that when 

anything striking has been found, or an extra fine specimen killed, it is at once sold and 

shipped out of the province. Take the history of this province apart from its natural history, 

how quickly people have settled up this country and interesting facts as to places where 



things have happened, houses in which historical events have taken place are handed down 

by word of mouth instead of by authentic notes. To make this a little more clear, who has 

an original specimen of the first newspaper printed and issued in the Territories? What 

about the history of the Great Hudson's Bay Co.? Where are notes kept of the old 

happenings; where are the life histories of the pioneers of this country? It is not too late to 

obtain and preserve some of these. Even in my short life in Alberta what changes I have 

seen! I came to live in Innisfail in 1893, and I have a scrap book which I call my history of 

Innisfail. To us it is very interesting, containing dated notes, newspaper cuttings, photos of 

people and old buildings, as well as new ones as they go up. When Hon. Frank Oliver visited 

my museum and was shown this book he said how he wished someone had done the same 

for Edmonton from the time he first went there. I may say I did the same for Calgary from 

1889 to 1893. In ten years of this country changes occur that would take a hundred years 

of time in the older countries. Now a naturalist cannot take a walk anywhere, even in the 

busy streets of a city without observing some little thing that makes him wish to know 

more. Therefore, he enquires and reads. I was only in Edmonton four days last spring but I 

believe I could tell you all, or nearly all, the mounted animals and birds I saw, where they 

are and what they are.  

 Now the children! What a grand thing it is to get children to be observant and 

interested in nature's works! How beneficial for the future, what a lot of knowledge is gained 

and suffering averted! The average boy finds a bird's nest in breeding time, looks in it and 

sees if there are eggs, takes them home and strings them up, but if you ask what the nest 

was made of, what kind of a bird was it, even the date when he found it, can he answer 

you? It teaches children not to be thoughtlessly cruel and also to be accurate and call things 

by their proper names. Now I took up the other day a farmers' weekly periodical, I am not 

sure which one it was, and I saw a good illustration of the meadow lark but underneath the 

picture it was called the brown thrasher, two very different birds. Now, how many hundreds 

of readers of that paper will point out a meadow lark and in all good faith call it a brown 

thrasher. Time is flying and we have only a short while in which to get through our work, as 

you know we only meet once a year and after the work I want our visitors to see my 

museum. It will show them what one man can do in the way of collecting in the short space 

of twenty years. So with your permission I will bring this very imperfect address to a close 

and ask the secretary to proceed to the next order of business.  

 

THE SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

 

 After consultation with the Department of Agriculture at Edmonton, Dr. George, of 

Innisfail, the last resident of the Territorial Natural History Society, asked me to issue a 

notice calling a meeting of the members of the Territorial Natural History Society, residing in 

the Province of Alberta, at Innisfail on March 14th, 1906, to inaugurate a Natural History 

Society for the Province of Alberta, elect officers, frame bv-laws, etc. The meeting was duly 

held on March 14th, and it was decided to form a Natural History Society for the Province of 

Alberta.  

 The name chosen was, ''The Alberta Natural History Society. The officers of the 

society are to consist of: An honorary president, two honorary vice-presidents, president, 

two vice-presidents, a secretary-treasurer, auditor, and board of directors consisting of five 

members, to which shall be added the presidents of branches as they are formed.  

The election of officers resulted as follows:  

 Honourary President—Hon. W. T. Finlay, Minister of Agriculture.  

 1st Honorary Vice-President—Geo. Harcourt, B.S.A., Deputy Minister of Agriculture, 

Edmonton.  

 2nd Honorary Vice-President—P. B. Gregson, Blackfalds.  

 President—Dr. Henry George, Innisfail.  

 Vice-Presidents—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Millarville; N. B. Sanson, Banff.  



 Secretary-Treasurer—Jas. Jenson, Innisfail.  

 Directors—F. Dippie, Calgary; A. Hudson, Millarville; C. Garrett, Didsbury; J. T. 

Boyce, B.A., Red Deer; F. S. Carr, B.A., Innisfail.  

 A committee of three consisting of H. A. Malcolm, F. M. Oldham, and Dr. George 

were appointed to draw up a constitution and by-laws and submit the same to the directors 

for their approval. To have the same printed when so approved and given to the members. 

This was done.  

 Branches have been formed at Innisfail and Red Deer. The following is a list of 

members to date:  

His Honour G. H. V. Bulyea, Lieutenant 

Governor of Alberta.  

Premier the Hon. A. C. Rutherford.  

The Hon. Frank Oliver.  

The Hon. W. H. Gushing.  

The Hon. Senator De Veber, M.D.  

Geo. Hareourt, Deputy Minister of 

Agriculture.  

John Simpson, M.P.P ' Innisfail.  

N. B. Sanson Banff.  

Jas. Jenson, J.P Innisfail.  

Dr. H. George Innisfail.  

F. Dippie Calgary!  

A. Hudson Millarville.  

C. Garrett Didsbury.  

J. T. Bovce, B.A Red Deer.  

F. S. Carr, B.A Innisfail.  

W. Geary Innisfail.  

Col. Wyndham Gleichen  

W. H. Warden, Pine Lake.  

E. S. George Innisfail.  

G. R. Westland Innisfail.  

F. Oldham Innisfail.  

W. G. Mackay Calgary.  

E. B. Nowers Innisfail.  

E. Robinson Eagle Creek.  

T. Jenson Innisfail.  

Rev. W. Sykes Innisfail.  

F. V. Lumb Innisfail.  

E. Mackenzie Grieve Eagle Creek.  

P. B. Gregson Blackfalds.  

L. C. Harry Innisfail.  

Walter Raine Toronto.  

Grant Geary Innisfail.  

H. A. Malcolm Innisfail.  

Chester Malcolm Innisfail.  

Selby Walker Calgary.  

Miss A. Simpson Innisfail.  

Mrs. Dr. George Innisfail.  

Dr. G. G. Mewbery Innisfail.  

S. P. Fream Innisfail  

Rev. Allan Innisfail.  

Mrs. (Rev.) Allan Innisfail.  

A. E. Keast Innisfail.  

E. J. Fream Innisfail.  

F. H. Wolley-Dod Millerville.  

Mrs. Playle Innisfail.  

T. G. Onsum Innisfail.  

F. Archer Innisfail.   

 

TREASURER”S REPORT 

 

Receipts.  

 Members' fees direct ,  $42.00  

 Members' fees per Branch Secretary  $3.00  

Expenditures.  

 F. S. Carr, half Innisfail Subs  $9 .00  

 Printing  $16.00  

 Post Cards  $1.50  

 Postage Stamps  $0.36  

 Cash in hand  $18.14  

  $45.00  

 

Report of the Innisfail Branch.  

 

Sir;—I beg to submit the following report for the Innisfail Branch of the Alberta Natural 

History Society:  



 On August 1st, 1906, the members of the Alberta Society met at the museum at Dr. 

George's residence to consider the formation of a branch. After considerable discussion a 

president, vice-president and secretary-treasurer were elected as follows:  

Mr. Wm. Geary, President; Mrs. Dr. George, Vice-President; F. S. Carr, B.A., Secretary-

Treasurer.  

 It was resolved to have a regular monthly meeting every second Friday in the 

month. At the meeting in September, Dr. George gave a very interesting discourse on the 

carnivora of Alberta, using prepared skulls as illustrating material. Owing to lack of time the 

discussion of the weasel family had to be left to a future meeting.  

At this meeting an important step was taken. The branch determined to found a library. As 

an initial step ''Animals''; Stone and Cram, was ordered. Also the ''Ottawa Field Naturalist" 

was subscribed for.  

 At the October meeting F. S. Carr, B.A., read a short paper on the batrachians using 

live and prepared material. Special stress was laid on the economic importance of these 

animals. At this meeting, too, a constitution for the branch modified from the main society's 

constitution was adopted.  

 On November 9th, the branch held its annual meeting in the Council Chambers, 

Innisfail. The secretary's report was first read. The branch society had organized August 1st, 

1906; since then there had been two meetings, one in September at which Dr. George gave 

a paper, "Carnivora of Alberta," and one in October, when F. S. Carr gave a paper on 

''Batrachians."  

The membership of the branch was twenty-four, being as follows:  

 Dr. George. E. S. George.  

 G. R. Westland. F. M. Oldham.  

 J. A. Simpson, M.P.P. E. Robinson.  

 T. S. Jenson. J. Jenson.  

 F. S. Carr, B. A. F. V. Lumb.  

 Wm. Geary. G. G. Geary.  

 H. A. Malcolm. C. Malcolm.  

 E. Mackenzie Grieve. I. C. Harry.  

 Miss A. Simpson. Mrs. Dr. George.  

 E. B. Nowers. Rev. W. F. Allan.  

 Mrs. W. F. Allan. Rev. W. Sykes.  

 Dr. Mewbery. J. P. Fream.  

 

The report was received and adopted.  

 

Mr. T. S. Jenson was appointed auditor. After the auditing of the books the treasurer's 

report was given.  

 Total receipts   $15.00  

 Total expenditure     4 .75  

 Balance   $10.25  

 

The election of officers then took place. The former officers were re-elected. Wm. Geary, 

President; Mrs. Dr. George, Vice-President; F. S. Carr, B.A., Sec.-Treas. Moved by Dr. 

George, and seconded by Mr. H. A. Malcolm, that the secretary be instructed to write the 

Alberta Natural History Society asking that the society consider the feasibility of letting the 

fees cover 1907 since the society had been running such a short time. Carried.  

The president then gave a short address covering the history of the society and its aims: 

educational, moral, physical and economic. Dr. George gave a talk on ''Interesting Notes 

from Fifteen Years' Collecting. '' Dr. George had many specimens illustrating the animal, 

plant, geological and ethnological richness of Alberta. He deplored the fact that so much 

valuable material was being removed to other countries.  



Mr. H. A. Malcolm then gave a very practical paper on ''Local Noxious Weeds and 

Remedies." Mr. Malcolm, to illustrate the prevalence of such weeds, stated that his sons had 

collected seventy species of weeds in one season in his neighbourhood. The imported seed 

grain, he thought, was most to blame. He discussed remedies that are capable of being 

used by all. He drew attention to the dirty condition of our highways* and the lax 

enforcement of weed laws. A vote of thanks was extended to those furnishing the 

programme. The secretary was also instructed to write the mayor and council thanking 

them for the use of the hall. The meeting then adjourned.  

 Mrs. Dr. George, the vice-president, painted and exhibited a collection of wild flowers 

with their dates of appearance. This is a very valuable work and numbers forty-eight 

varieties.  

Frederick S. Carr, 

Secretary- Treasurer. 

 

Report of the Red Deer Branch.  

 

 A meeting was held at Red Deer to inaugurate a branch of the Alberta Natural 

History Society on November 20th, 1906.  

It was moved, seconded and carried, that a branch be formed and called "The Red Deer 

Branch of the Alberta Natural History Society.''  

The officers elected were:  

 President, Rev. Canon Hinchcliffe;  

 Vice-President, Capt. Keast;  

 Secretary-Treasurer, J. McVicar.  

List of members:  

 Canon Hinchcliffe. Capt. Keast.  

 J. A. Grant. Mr. Hill.  

 J. C. Moore. E. Wilton.  

 J. F. Boyce. Mrs. Dr. Denovan.  

 Mrs. L. C. Fulmer.  

Meetings to be held monthly at Mr. McVicar's store, every third Tuesday at 2.30 p.m.  

A committee was formed on constitution and by-laws.  

J. McVicar,  

Secretary- Treasurer.  

 

Resolutions 

 

 Letters were read from several members who were unable to be present. It was 

moved, seconded and carried, "That the various letters be received and filed." The following 

resolutions were also passed:  

 That this society regrets that the Alberta Parliament was not able to see its way clear 

to continue the grant formerly given by the North-West Territories and hopes that at the 

next session a grant may be passed.  

 That owing to the late formation of the society, all 1906 fees cover the membership 

fees for 1907.  

 That the officers be re-elected.  

 That the directors formulate a letter bringing to the attention of the Minister of 

Agriculture the necessity for a grant being placed in the estimates to establish a Provincial 

Museum.  

 That this meeting does now adjourn to meet again on the last Wednesday in 

November, 1907, at Red Deer.  

Jas. Jenson,  

Secretary-Treasurer. 


